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Volume 28 – October 2021
To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives while voluntarily serving in
submarine warfare in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their dedication,
deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments. To
further promote and keep alive the spirit and unity that existed among submarine crewmen during
World War II. To promote sociability general welfare and good fellowship among our members. To
pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and it’s constitution.
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1. Bowfin Pearl Harbor Base
Bowfin Meeting – We conducted our October meeting at Clean Sweep Bar and via Zoom. The
following members attended – Base Commander Paul Jurcsak, Vice Commander Tim Sparks, COB
Gary Johnson, Treasurer Carl Tatro, Secretary Brett Kulbis, George Barlett, Rodney Boucher, Dan
Del Monte, Karl Dye, Ace Parker, Rob Roberts, Tim Seipp, Pat Suenaga, and Ken Voorhees. We
welcomed Bowfin Life Member Ray Frank who zoomed in from Sandy, OR, Doi Brown and Joan
Peters.
Tolling of the Boats – Ceremony for October has been cancelled due to current restrictions.
2. U.S. Submarine Veterans Inc.
FROM OUR NATIONAL COMMANDER
The E-mail Spoofers are at it again. Someone has composed a listing of USSVI Office Holders and
numerous other members and is in the process of sending out messages posing as me or one of our
other officers with a request to buy gift cards.
“DO NOT AND I REPEAT DO NOT” respond to these messages in any form, they are not from me
or other officers.
These listings are easily composed when our members continue to send out messages and they
include a long listing of other e-mail addresses in the To. and Cc. lines of the message. We have sent
numerous notices to the membership asking everyone not to do this, but for whatever reason, some
continue to ignore this request.
I repeat one more time “Do Not list a long line of recipients in the “To.” or “Cc.” lines of your Emails”, use the “Bcc.” line. If you need more clarifications as to why this must be done, contact me
at - lwaynes@charter.net or 214-707-8277 and I will be glad to explain it in more detail until you do
understand.
Back to the notice concerning the E-mail Spoofers using my name, check the return E-mail address,
that discrepancy alone should be a RED FLAG the message did not originate from me.
Beware and pay attention,
Wayne Standerfer
USSVI NC
October 2021 VSO Newsletter
How to Get Your COVID-19 Shot Record Online from the VA
https://www.military.com/benefits/veterans-health-care/how-get-copy-if-you-lost-your-covid-19-vavaccination-card.html?ESRC=mr_210913.nl
Veterans Can Be Reimbursed for Travel to Medical Appointments
https://www.military.com/benefits/veterans-health-care/2021/09/07/veterans-can-be-reimbursedtravel-medical-appointments.html?ESRC=mr_210913.nl
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Lawmakers Try to Ban Dishonorable Discharges for Troops Who Refuse Mandatory COVID-19
Vaccines
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2021/09/02/lawmakers-try-ban-dishonorable-dischargestroops-who-refuse-mandatory-covid-19-vaccines.html?ESRC=navy-a_210908.nl
Why US Navy Submarines Might Return Home ‘Flying’ a Broom
https://www.military.com/history/why-us-navy-submarines-might-return-home-flyingbroom.html?ESRC=navy-a_210901.nl
Navy Reconsidering Plan to Cut Medical Staff in Light of COVID-19 Pandemic
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2021/08/24/navy-reconsidering-plan-cut-medical-staff-lightof-covid-19-pandemic.html?ESRC=navy-a_210901.nl
Questions About Infamous Lost Sub Resurface as Navy Releases New Documents Tied to DecadesOld Mystery
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2021/08/14/questions-about-infamous-lost-sub-thresherresurface-navy-releases-new-documents-tied-decades-old-mystery.html?ESRC=navy-a_210818.nl
The VA Pay for Your Funeral? The Answer May Surprise You
https://www.military.com/benefits/burial-and-memorial/will-va-pay-your-funeral-answer-maysurprise-you.html?ESRC=mr_210816.nlWill
Retirees to Pay More for Tricare Enrollment While Pharmacy Copays Rise for All in 2022
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2021/09/20/retirees-pay-more-tricare-pharmacy-copaysenrollment-2022.html?ESRC=mr_210927.nl
Veterans Looking for VA Benefits Help Might Need to a New Login Soon
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2021/09/23/veterans-looking-va-benefits-help-might-need-crelogin-soon.html?ESRC=mr_210927.nl
VA Will Keep Paying Caregiver Benefits During Review That Could Cut Off One-Third of Enrolled
9/11 Vets
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2021/09/22/va-will-keep-paying-caregiver-benefits-duringreview-could-cut-off-one-third-of-enrolled-9-11-vets.html?ESRC=mr_210927.nl
All GI Bill Users Soon Will Be Required to Contact the VA Each Month to Receive Payment
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2021/09/15/all-gi-bill-users-soon-will-be-required-contact-vaeach-month-receive-payment.html?ESRC=mr_210920.nl
Veterans, Gold Star Families get free entrance to national parks, refuges, other public lands
https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/80547/veterans-gold-star-families-get-free-entrance-national-parksrefuges-publiclands/?utm_source=VRfeature&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=VetResources&utm_id=VetR
esources+Sep+15+2021
Enhanced pension benefits can help eligible wartime Veterans, surviving spouses increase income
https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/94273/enhanced-pension-benefits-help-eligible-wartime-veteransincreaseincome/?utm_source=VRfeature&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=VetResources&utm_id=Vet
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Resources+Sep+15+2021
COVID-19 Vaccines for Moderately to Severely Immunocompromised People
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/immuno.html
You Asked, We Answered: What should I know about additional COVID-19 vaccine doses?
https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/94412/you-asked-we-answered-what-should-i-know-about-additionalcovid-19-vaccinedoses/?utm_source=VRfeature&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=VetResources&utm_id=VetR
esources+Sep+15+2021
VA burial benefits and memorial items
https://www.va.gov/burialsmemorials/?utm_source=footer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=VetResources
DoD to Beneficiaries With Expired ID Cards: Renew Now
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2021/09/27/dod-beneficiaries-expired-id-cards-renewnow.html?ESRC=navy-a_210929.nl
The US Navy Backed the Hunt for Titanic to 'Drive The Soviets Crazy,' Explorer's Book Reveals
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2021/09/23/us-navy-backed-hunt-titanic-drive-soviets-crazyexplorers-book-reveals.html?ESRC=navy-a_210929.nl
John Dudas
USSVI Veteran Service Officer
3. Information of Interest
DoD Report: Military Suicide Increasing – The Department of Defense (DoD) recently released
its annual suicide report with data from 2020. The report shows that military suicides increased from
2015 to 2020. The active-duty suicide rate increased 15 percent (504 to 580). Among the services,
the Army showed both the highest suicide events and the highest rate.
The rates by branch of service is as follows:
• Army: 175 deaths at 36.4-per-100,000 soldiers.
• Navy: 66 deaths at 19.3-per-100,000 sailors.
• Marine Corps: 62 deaths at 33.9-per-100,000 Marines.
• Air/Space Force: 81 deaths at 24.3-per-1,000 airmen/guardians.
The Reserves saw an increase from 18.2 to 21.4-per-100,000 between 2019 and 2020, undoing the
notable drop seen in the previous year, when the rate came down from 22.9 in 2018.

TRICARE Scheduled 2022 Pharmacy Co-pay Increases – Delayed TRICARE pharmacy co-pay
increases opposed by the FRA and mandated by Congress as part of the FY2017 National Defense
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Authorization Act (NDAA) will take effect Jan. 1, 2022. The FY2017 NDAA mandates pharmacy
and therapy increases every two years until 2027. The FRA is working to repeal these arbitrary
increases. The Defense Health Agency notes that the military pharmacy (MTF) is still the lowest
cost option for military beneficiaries; as always, there is no cost for covered generic and brand-name
drugs at these pharmacies. The changes are as follows:
Pharmacy Home Delivery (up to 90-day supply)
• Generic formulary drugs co-pays increase from $10 to $12.
• Brand-name formulary drugs increase from $29 to $34.
• Non-formulary drugs increase from $60 to $68.
Retail network pharmacies (up to 30-day supply)
• Generic formulary drugs increase from $13 to $14.
• Brand-name formulary drugs increase from $33 to $38.
• Non-formulary drugs increase from $60 to $68.
Non-network pharmacies (up to 30-day supply)
• Generic formulary drugs and brand-name formulary drugs will increase from $33 to $38,
or the co-pay will be 20 percent of the total cost of the drug, whichever is greater, after
meeting the annual deductible.
• Non-formulary drugs will increase from $60 to $68, or the co-pay will be 20 percent of
the total cost of the drug, whichever is greater, after meeting the annual deductible.
Previous increases in pharmacy co-pays occurred in 2018 and 2020. These changes in co-pays take
effect Jan. 1, 2022.

VA News Releases
VA Advisory Committee on Tribal and Indian Affairs appointees - The Department of
Veterans Affairs appointed its first-ever Advisory Committee on Tribal and Indian Affairs Oct.
4. (10/7/21)
Millions in adaptive sports grants help disabled Veterans with rehabilitation goals - The
Department of Veterans Affairs awards nearly $16 million through its annual Adaptive Sports Grant
program to 102 national and community groups offering adaptive sports and equine
therapy. (10/7/21)
PRESS STATEMENT: VA embarks on process to design new model to deliver seamless
integrated care - Veterans Affairs Secretary Denis McDonough said Oct. 5 the department will
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embark on designing a new integrated access and care coordination model to better deliver seamless
care. (10/5/21)
Veterans Legacy Memorial expands to include VA-grant funded state, territorial and tribal
Veterans cemeteries - The Department of Veterans Affairs expanded the Veterans Legacy Memorial
site October 2021 to include individual pages for nearly 500,000 Veterans interred in 93 state,
territorial and tribal Veterans cemeteries. (10/4/21)
PRESS STATEMENT: VA resumes overpayment notifications, medical copayment
collections while continuing to offer Veterans expansive debt relief options - The Department of
Veterans Affairs will resume over-payment notifications for new benefit debts and the debts deferred
from April 6, 2020 through Sept. 30, 2021 due to the COVID pandemic. (10/1/21)
VA, National Support Network teach Veterans how to fight cybercrime - The Department of
Veterans Affairs is partnering with the Cybercrime Support Network to protect Veterans who are
disproportionately targeted for identity theft and other online scams. (9/28/21)
VA – Flu Season - It's time to get your flu shot. Veterans enrolled in VA health care can get a free
flu shot at:
•
•
•

VA health care facilities
Community urgent care providers (in VA’s network)
Community pharmacies (in VA’s network)

Find a facility near you and call before you visit to be sure flu vaccine is available.
Flu – short for influenza – is a respiratory illness that spreads easily from person to person.
Flu vaccination is your best protection against the flu, which usually begins in the fall and can
continue through late spring. Everyone age 6 months and older should get the vaccine.
4. Base Birthdays in October
Carlos G. Bernardo
Robert A. Brown
Alexander “Sandy” Gaston
Charles E. Gibbs Jr.
Daniel J. Del Monte Jr.
Denison A. Parker Jr.
Donald P. Fisher
Emery K. Nelms
Henry E. LaPoint
Joseph W. Bransfield II
Kevin Clark
Michael Williamson
Nelson R. Greer
William E. French
William G. Maitland
5. Binnacle List – Please keep Paul Ferguson in your thoughts and prayers.
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6. This Month in Base History
2010
1960

Naval Station Pearl Harbor combines with Hickam Air Force Base to become Joint Base
Pearl Harbor–Hickam (JBPHH).
Submarine Memorial Pearl Harbor dedication ceremony.

Submarine Memorial

The Hawaii Chapter, Submarine Veterans of World War II, Relief Crew One and Bowfin Pearl
Harbor Base, U.S. Submarines Veterans Inc. have conducted Memorial Day and Veterans Day
Ceremonies at this site for 61 years. Visitors who have attended over the past years have nothing but
positive comments about these time-honored ceremonies.
On this 61st Anniversary it’s always good to stop and look back at the origins of our beautiful
Submarine Memorial site at Submarine Base Pearl Harbor (now The Parche Park & Submarine
Memorial, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam Hawaii). The information below was taken from two
documents located in our archives at Lockwood Hall. The majority of the information came from a
document (not dated but assume it was just after the original dedication ceremony) authored by Mr.
A. L. Goulart, Secretary/Treasurer, Hawaii Chapter, U. S. Submarine Veterans of WWII. The
second document (undated) appears to be a press release or information paper about the Memorial.
This document (italicized below) included much of the information provided by Mr. Goulart but in a
more condensed version and included information about the 1988 rededication ceremony.
Information is provided:
In December 1958, while searching for spare parts for Special Services vehicles in a salvage
yard at Pearl Harbor, TMC(SS) Robert J. Cornnelius discovered 36 bronze plaques, each
containing the name of a submarine lost during World War II, with a listing of the crew on
board at the time of the loss. He managed to obtain these plaques and had them delivered to
the Submarine Base. He then wrote a letter to Captain W. B. Parham, Commanding Officer
of the Submarine Base, recommending that a suitable memorial be erected on the base in honor
of the submarines and personnel lost during World War II. This recommendation was then
made to Rear Admiral W. E. Ferrall, Commander Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet, who
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on October 20, 1959 directed Captain Parham to execute the raising of $10,000, submit a
design for approval and finally to begin construction.
By March 1960 $12,810.86 had been raised and the contract awarded with construction
commencing July 20, 1960. The Memorial is constructed of lava rock with polished concrete
and measures approximately 10 ft. x 41 ft. A 34’ column adorned with diving dolphins stands
directly in front. There are 47 bronze plaques mounted on the wall; 45 containing the names
of the submarines lost and each crew member while the other two have the names of additional
submarine personnel lost, together with the names of their ships. Originally there were 47
bronze plaques mounted on the wall, the 36 original plaques and 9 that were fabricated by
submarine tenders. Two additional plaques contained the names of personnel who died as a
result of enemy action, accidents, and submarine losses due to stranding on reefs or being
scuttled because of heavy enemy damage.
In colorful ceremonies on Thursday, October 27, 1960, with several hundred guests attending,
Pearl Harbor’s Submarine Memorial was dedicated to the 3,500 men and 45 submarines that
failed to return from patrol during World War II. Robert J. Cornelius, TMC(SS) USN (Ret)
was the guest of honor.
The ceremonies commenced at 1100 with the playing of the National Anthem, followed by the
invocation by Submarine Force Chaplin D. R. Kerrigan. The principal speaker was Rear
Admiral Roy S. Benson, COMSUBPAC who was joined by Rear Admiral Leon J. Huffman
(Ret), and former COMSUBPAC in the unveiling ceremony.
Two separate and distinct ceremonies then followed; one by the SUBVETS of WWII and the
other by the Navy League. In the former, Vice Admiral R. W. Christie (Ret) placed the first lei
over the golden bronze copper plated plaques which adorn the wall of the Memorial. Rear
Admiral W. F. Weiss (Ret) then read the names of the remainder of submarines and dates of
their loss while other members of the SUBVETS of WWII draped leis over each of the
remaining plaques.
The Navy League ceremony consisted of placing memorial floral lei at the foot of the
dedication plaque. This was done by Mr. H. C. Burgess, President of the Honolulu Council of
the Navy League.
A firing squad from the Submarine Base fired three volleys while Taps were sounded to
conclude the ceremony.
This Memorial is equipped with lights for night viewing and is open to any who may desire to
visit it, either from curiosity or to pay tribute to those valiant Submariners who so gallantly
gave their lives in defense of their country.
MAY THEY REST IN PEACE!
1988 Rededication
Eventually, the original plaques deteriorated to the extent that the names on the plaques were difficult
to read. In 1985, it was decided to replace the plaques and to include the seven submarines that were
lost through accidents, stranding and scuttling. CWO4 Roy Anderberg, U.S. Navy (Ret), chaired an
ad hoc committee which raised $40,000 to replace the original plaques and the seven additional
8
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plaques. Funding for the 52 plaques was provided by donations from the various Submarine Veterans
of WWII Chapters as well as from individual donors whose names are etched on the plaques
concerned.
On April 22, 1988, a rededication of the Memorial was conducted by the Hawaii Chapter U.S.
Submarine Veterans of WWII. Rear Admiral J. Guy Reynolds, Commander Submarine Force, U.S.
Pacific Fleet was the principal speaker.
Bowfin Pearl Harbor Base Submarine Veterans continue these ceremonies annually with very little
deviations from the original ceremony conducted back in 1960. I look forward to seeing you at our
ceremonies. May God continue to bless our Submarine Force, Submarine Veterans and their
families and God Bless America!
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7. Holland Club
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8. Still on Patrol

USS O-5 (SS-66) - Lost on October 29, 1923 with the loss of 3 men when rammed and
sunk by SS Abangarez off the Panama Canal.
USS S-44 (SS-155) – Lost on Oct 7, 1943 with the loss of 56 men when it was sunk off
Paramushiru, Kuriles. S-44 was on her 5th war patrol after attacking a target thought to be
a merchant on the surface, S-44 found herself in a losing gun battle with a heavily armed
Japanese destroyer. Two men were taken prisoner and survived the war.
USS Wahoo (SS-238) – Lost on Oct 11, 1943 with the loss of 80 men near La Perouse
Strait. Under command of one of the great sub skippers of World War II, LCDR "Mush"
Morton, Wahoo was on her 7th war patrol. Wahoo had won a Presidential Unit Citation
and ranks 5th in the number of enemy ships sunk. She was lost to depth charges dropped by
a Japanese patrol aircraft.
USS Dorado (SS-248) – Lost on Oct 12, 1943 with the loss of 77 men when she was sunk
in the western Atlantic near Cuba. Newly commissioned, she had departed New London
and was enroute to Panama. She may have been sunk by a U.S. patrol plane that received
faulty instructions regarding bombing restriction areas or a German U-boat that was in the
vicinity.
USS Seawolf (SS-197) – Lost on Oct 3,1944 with the loss of 83 officers and men and 17
US Army troops when she was sunk just north of Moritai by USS Rowell, a Destroyer
Escort (DE). In this tragic error, Rowell mistook Seawolf for a Japanese submarine that had
just sunk another Destroyer. Seawolf ranks 7th for enemy ships sunk.

USS Escolar (SS-294) – Lost on Oct 17, 1944 with the loss of 82 men. She was on her 1st
war patrol and was most likely lost to a mine somewhere in the Yellow Sea.

USS Darter (SS-227) – Lost on Oct 24, 1944 when she became grounded on Bombay
Shoal off Palawan and was then destroyed to prevent her falling into enemy hands intact.
The entire crew was rescued by USS Dace. Winner of one Navy Unit Commendation,
Darter had sunk a heavy cruiser and damaged another and went aground while attempting
an "end around" on an enemy formation in hopes of getting in an attack on a battleship.
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USS Shark II (SS-314) – Lost on Oct 24,1944 with the loss of 87 men when she was sunk
near Hainan. The second boat to carry this name during World War II, she was on her 3rd
war patrol. Shark was sunk by escorts after attacking and sinking a lone freighter.
Compounding the tragedy, it turned out that the freighter had 1,800 U.S. POW's on board.
USS Tang (SS-306) - Lost on Oct 25,1944 with the lost of 78 men in the Formosa Strait.
Tang was on her 5th war patrol. Tang ranks 2nd in the number of ships sunk and 4th in
tonnage, and had won two Presidential Unit Citations. During a daring night surface attack,
Tang was lost to a circular run by one of her own torpedoes. Nine of the crew were taken
prisoner, including CDR. O'Kane and five who had gained the surface from her final
resting place 180 feet below. All survived the war, and CDR O'Kane was awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor.

9. Leadership & Committees
USSVI National Commander
Wayne Standerfer

Bowfin Base Commander
Paul T. Jurcsak

USSVI Committee
Brett Kulbis

USSVI Office Manager
Dennis Nardone

Bowfin Base Vice Commander
Tim Sparks

Aloha Committee
Vacant

Western Region Director
Victor P. Van Horn

Bowfin Base Secretary
Brett Kulbis

Binnacle List
Dan Del Monte

Western District 6 Commander
Michael Williamson

Bowfin Base Treasurer
Carl L. Tatro

Storekeeper
George F. Barlett

Bowfin Webmaster
Stan Cook

Bowfin Base COB
Gary G. Johnson

Boy Scout Troop 97
George F. Barlett

10. Links and Past Issues
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bowfin Pearl Harbor Base Photo Album
USSVI Bowfin Base Facebook (Like Us, Follow Us and Share with your shipmates)
Friends of the Submarine Memorial Chapel Facebook (Like Us, Follow Us and Share with your
shipmates)
2020 USSVI National Convention Facebook (Like Us, Follow Us and Share with your
shipmates)
USSVI Bowfin Base (USSVI website, if you arrive on a warning page click on the USSVI logo
to be redirected to the main page)
Bowfin Base Pearl Harbor
How to Login to the USSVI Website
How to Find a USSVI Base
How to find a Shipmate from a specific Boat
How to find a Sub Memorial in the U.S.
How to find a shipmate on Eternal Patrol
Past Bowfin Base Eblasts
American Submariner Magazine 4th Quarter Issue!
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11. Submarine Humor

12. Submariners Prayer
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