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Our Creed

Wahoo Base Officers

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who
gave their lives in pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds,
and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of
motivation toward the greater accomplishments.
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States
of America and its constitution”.
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From the Base Commander
Welcome to the New Year. I hope that
we can make this a great year for the
Wahoo Base. I believe I am the first
repeat Base Commander although Glenn
Boothe is also a repeat Sec/Treas. We
both are doing the job because most
everyone else has been through the
officer ranks of the Wahoo Base. Of
course this is of the people that attend
the meetings. We are down to 41 total
members with about a quarter of our
membership living more than 100 miles
away. So as Base Commander I am
asking each member of the Base even if
he does not attend Base meetings to
recruit a member or as many as you can
to join our base and to attend meetings. I
know there is a lot of Submarine sailors
out there it just that they don’t know
about us or they live to far away to drive
to our meetings. Another thing I would
like to bring up is the fact that some of
you may not like the way the meeting is
conducted. Well I as the new Base
Commander want to know what you
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guides to groups before arrival at the
boat. He is also working on getting some
donations to offset the cost.

think is wrong with our meetings. Some
things I can change and some things I
cannot change. Maybe you want the
meetings on a different Saturday or not
on Saturday at all. Maybe you want a
night meeting. Heck I don’t know what
you want unless you tell me. I will not
put out your name if you don’t want it
published but I will bring up the change
that you want to be discussed. Please all
of you get out and recruit new members.
Oh, I just found out that there are two
Submarine sailors as recruiters in the
Merced recruiting office.

Del Bowlby reported that the Wahoo
Base Face book page is up and running
and he is going to add the trip to
Pompanito to the site.
Glen Hunt reported the Caps for Kids
project will kick off in February with
three or four visits for the year.
Glenn Boothe stated that there is no
new information on a possible event at
CSUF.

Jim Van Vranken

New Business

January Meeting Minutes

Base Commander Robert Howk
conducted the swearing in ceremony for
the new Base Commander, Jim
VanVranken, Vice-Commander Del
Bowlby, and Secretary/Treasurer Glenn
Boothe.

Meeting was held on January 21, 2017
at the Seven bar and grill in Clovis, CA.
Call to order by Base Commander
Robert Howk at 12:05 pm.
The opening prayer by Don Johnson.

The new officers took charge of the
Base meeting

The Pledge of allegiance led by Glenn
Boothe.

It was noted that Russ Alford a new
member was present

The Tolling of the Boats conducted by
Jim VanVranken and Glen Hunt.

Jim VanVranken has received a letter of
thanks from Fresno City College for
participation in the Veterans Day event.

Treasurer’s report and previous meeting
minutes were not presented.

All base members who are in arrears on
dues will be dropped on 1 April, 2017.

Old Business
There has been no activity on the fleet
boat project.

The 50/50 drawing was won by Del
Bowlby.

The date of this year’s trip to the
Pampanito has not been determined.
Awaiting info of Fleet Week dates.
Robert Howk will check on access to the
conning tower. Also plans to assign

Glenn Boothe reported that there is a
project underway to allow honorably
discharged veterans to buy from the online Naval Exchange. It may be in effect
by November of this year.
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Donald Johnson led the closing prayer.

Boats lost in February

The Meeting was adjourned at 12:25 pm
Submitted, Glenn Boothe
Secretary/Treasure
USS Shark (SS 174) Lost February 11,
1942 with all hands (59 men) when it
was sunk by surface craft East of
Menado Celebes Island as a result of one
of three Japanese attacks

January Sailing List
Robert Howk, Glen Hunt, Art Brice,
Glenn Boothe, Del & Annette Bowlby,
Donald Johnson, Jim Van Vranken &
Russ Alford

February Birthdays
Jim Merritt

2/4

Steve Schultze

2/8

Glenn Boothe

2/20

Jerry Lanigan

2/25

USS Amberjack (SS 219) Lost February
16, 1943 with all hands (72 men) by
Japanese aerial bombs and surface craft
off Rabaual in the Solomon Sea

February Anniversaries
John & Mary Ann Welch

2/14

Glenn & Paula Boothe

2/22

Paul & Jan Adam

2/26

USS Grayback (SS 208) Lost February
26, 1944 with all hands (80 men) during
a Japanese air and surface attack off
Okinawa

February Meeting
The January meeting will be held at The
Seven Bar & Grill on Saturday February
18 , 2017 at 11:00 am. The address is 25
Shaw Ave. Clovis, CA. The Seven is on
the northeast corner of Shaw and
Minnewawa.

USS Trout (SS 202) Lost February 29
1944 with all hands (81men) during a
Japanese surface attack in the Philippine
Sea
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submariners were there. The line of
tourists was made up of adults and
children. Some of those probably knew
little of what a boat looked like at all.
This was Just another sight to see in
Chicago. But there was Gilbert. He
started talking to others about his time
on the USS Rasher and I found myself
engrossed in facts, also, as people
tended to start asking him questions.
What was life like? What did you eat?
Did you get claustrophobic. Before we
knew it, we were entering the U-505. “
Whoa!” I said. “ I can’t go in there, it is
too tiny.” This was my first wake up call.
The young man giving the tour was very
nice, well spoken, and giving all the
details as if read from a book. But let me
tell you - no one can give the full
unadulterated story about living on a
sub like the wonderful young men who
so bravely served under the cold murky
waters. We proceeded through, slowly.
It was a particularly hot summer day.
With so much humanity, hot and
sweating, the air was close.
The
quarters were tight. In five minutes the
thought again ran through my mind.
How long is it before we get to the
other end? Speaking of it being hot and
close... Gilbert started to elaborate. He
talked about the mix of body odor,
diesel fuel fumes and sanitary tanks
vented inboard. Oddly enough, the
young tour guide did not seem to mind.
He was listening with intent just like the
rest of us. Step by step, through every
part of the sub, Gilbert was able to
relate in vivid detail the daily routine on
a diesel electric submarine.
He
explained the integral parts, the
functions, and the duties of each guy. It
came rushing out of his mouth in a
flurry as if it had been stored up for all

USS Barbel (SS 316) Lost February 4,
1945 with all hands (81 men) during a
Japanese air attack off the entrance to
the Palawan Passage
The Wife of a Rasher shipmate wrote
this about her husband
During a visit to the Museum of Natural
History in Chicago, Gilbert and I took a
tour of the captured WW II German U
boat, The U-505. I decided to make the
tour with him, but like a lot of women,
my thought was the sooner we could
get through the sub, the sooner we
could eat lunch. Now don’t take me
wrong. It was not that I didn’t care, I just
didn’t understand many things that are
in the hearts and minds of the guys that
served. Didn’t understand is an
understatement. Oh, I knew he had
served on the USS Rasher. He displayed
a picture of the oldsub in an out of the
way place in his home. It seems that
most of his life, after serving, those
close to him showed little. interest in his
time spent on the boat. Probably, just as
I, being a woman, they just didn’t relate.
Frankly, there are a lot of men and even
those in other parts of the Armed
Services that can’t relate to this elite
group of veterans. But sometimes it
only takes a little nudge to get people to
open up. I have now listened to every
aspect of life aboard a submarine many
times over since that day in Chicago.
Back to our tour. My first insight was
when we were standing in line. The
wait in line was about 30 minutes long
and as we moved up I noted very few ex
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those years. As he related about the
rotating and reversing of the bunk
sheets for longer use, I couldn’t help but
speak up and comment, “Do you mean
to tell me that it isn’t necessary for me
to wash our sheets so often.” As we
exited, I stood and waited while folks
were still asking him questions. It
opened their eyes and I have to tell you,
it gave me a whole new perspective on
this part of his life that meant so very
much to him. We came home; I ask
more questions and decided this
enthusiasm for his love of the USS
Rasher must never be lost again. To
the Internet, I went. Armed with only
the name of the sub, we discovered the
USS Rasher website. It is history from
there. The beautiful sleek gal now
shares this man’s heart with me.
Actually, she had his heart before I did.
Now, in a place of prominence are
pictures and memorabilia that emerged
from the confines of the attic. We
attended our first USS Rasher reunion in
2001 in Charleston South Carolina. I
again observed the complete dedication
and devotion that this elite group of
men had for the Grand Old Gal, The USS
Rasher. They served her well as she had
served our beloved country from 1943
through the 1960’s. She is on eternal
patrol now along with many of her
comrades. May she rest in peace?

On the Lighter Side
A little boy was overheard praying:
"Lord, if you can't make me a
better boy, don't worry about it.
I'm having a real good time like I
am."
A blonde was visiting Washington,
DC for the first time. She wanted
to see the Capital building.
Unfortunately, she couldn't find it,
so she asked a police officer for
directions - "Excuse me, officer,
how do I get to the Capital
building?" The officer replied,
"Wait here at this bus stop for the
number 54 bus. It'll take you right
there." She thanked the officer and
he drives off. Three hours later the
police officer returned to the same
area and, sure enough, the blonde
is still waiting at the same bus
stop. The officer got out of his car
and said, "Excuse me, but to get to
the Capital building, I said to wait
here for the number 54 bus and that
was three hours ago! Why are you
still waiting?" The blonde replied,
"Don't worry, officer, it won't be
long now... The 45th bus just went
by!"

Sandra E. Gallardo wife of Gilbert F.
Gallardo, TM3 SS USS Rasher AGSS ‘6465

Thought for the Month
I have had a lot of worries in my life,
most of which never happened.
Mark Twain
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